


KENT’S CANYON OF CONNECTIONS
A Journey to the Future Through a Fully 
Realized Mill Creek Canyon Earthworks Park

This graphic novel is a part of the City of Kent’s Mill Creek Canyon Earthworks Park 
Framework Plan, which is the first step in a long-term reinvestment plan to support 
canyon improvements for Kent’s growing and diverse community.

The story takes us through a future Mill Creek Canyon Earthworks Park where fictional 
characters experience the proposed park-wide improvements from the plan as 
built features. These proposed interventions focus on improving the regional and 
neighborhood connectivity, access and trails, park amenities, storm-water solutions, 
and natural resources.

The goal of the graphic novel is to communicate future design and planning 
possibilities for the canyon in a format that is accessible to the public and sparks 
community support for the next decade of park reinvestment.

ABOUT

CREDITS
In collaboration with Kent Parks Planning and Development Staff;
Story by Debra Guenther, Dakota Keene, Zoe Kasperzyk, & Charlie Able;
Illustrations by Charlie Able.

Kent’s Canyon of Connections was made possible by:
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You may be familiar with Earthworks, 
the iconic land art stormwater park, 
but did you know that Mill Creek 
Canyon is also a part of this same 
park and trail system?

This is a story about a beloved 
place in Kent, Washington...

Earthworks
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Canyon 
Trail

Meadow

Together, these important parks 
have the potential to be a 
cherished destination for both 
residents and visitors alike, but 
they require essential investments 
to unlock their full potential.

This story goes beyond our present 
day and envisions what these parks 
aspire to be.

Our story starts at the downstream end 
of the canyon at Earthworks Park...
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Earthworks Park 
was designed by the 
artist Herbert Bayer 
and opened in 1982.

If you’ve been there, you’ve 
probably noticed the rings of 
water and doughnut-shaped earth 
mounds, but did you know they 
serve a very special purpose?

But fortunately there’s 
no flooding today, so we 
see the Kent community 
gathered for a street fair 
and concert happening 
along Titus Festival Street.
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Fun Fact:
Earthworks Park was 
designated as Kent’s first 
ever “landmark” in 2008.

Holding 
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The sculpted land acts as a dam to 
detain water during storm events 
and prevent flooding downtown, 
while still supporting a healthy 
creek ecosystem. During floods, 
portions of the land art are 
hidden and then slowly revealed 
as the waters recede.

Meadow
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Hey, Aisha!

Hey, Mia! Glad 
you made it!

Totally! I’ve been looking 
at a computer all day so 
I’m excited to be outside.

Well, I’ve been wanting to 
walk the full canyon trail.

Sure! I haven’t done that 
before so let’s go for it!

Would you be 
up for that?

You ready 
to go for 
a hike?

Aisha and Mia begin their journey walking 
Upstream through Earthworks Park.

After Enjoying the street fair on titus festival street, aisha 
heads into earthworks park to meet up with her good friend, mia.

As we look closer at earthworks 
park, we see a girl, named aisha...

As they enter the Meadow, they 
notice a group of people gathered 
around someone speaking.
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Today we are going to 
be planting a meadow.

We are fortunate to have 
these native camas seeds 
which have been passed 
down through generations 
of indigenous seedkeepers.

Meadow

The root is considered a “first 
food” which is a traditional staple 
food for indigenous communities.

Before contact with white settlers, Indigenous Communities relied on 
camas roots as part of a complex diet that changed with the seasons.

A group of park volunteers 
is working with a park 
steward in the meadow.

Native meadows, Once plentiful, have 
become a threatened habitat in our region.

In the spring, the meadow will be filled 
with blue flowers and the bulbs can be 
harvested into meal or steamed to eat

Local indigenous communities have been 
working to reestablish traditional diets 
and cultural practices by restoring the 
ecosystems that sustain them.

When cooked, the bulbs 
are sweet, creamy, and 
taste like baked pear.

Planting a Camas meadow will 
also improve the stormwater 
function of this area and help 
to rejuvenate Mill Creek.



12 13City of Kent, WA   |   Kent Parks, Recreation & community servicesCanyon of connections

Canyon Trail

So have you ever 
been to this part 
of the park?

No, I always 
thought it 
was just the 
earthworks...

The addition of new wayfinding will 
make it easier for visitors to know 
where they are in the park and to 
feel safe about trying new trails.

This is 
really 
pretty!

Ok, don’t judge me, but my 
mom got me one of those 
plant identification guides.

He-He!

Hmm, Let’s See...

No, I love it!
Have you found 
anything on 
the list?
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Chicken of the woods

Bleeding Heart

Sword Fern

I think those might 
be salmonberries...

Right?

{PICK}
{PICK}

{POP}
{POP}

{YUM}
{YUM}

Oh, Yeah!
Definitely!

OOOH, AND LOOK...
Oh my gosh, 
so cool!

They look just like 
little hearts!These Must Be 

Bleeding Heart 
flowers.

Douglas Fir

Salal

Salmonberry
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This is awesome. I 
feel like we could 
be in a National Park!

Totally.

New trails and stairs will allow for much 
easier park access, connecting canyon 
trails below to parks along the rim
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As Mia and Aisha enter the Plateau, 
they see a local high school class 
with their teacher.

The addition of seating and a playful 
‘Loop Path’ have made the Plateau a 
wonderful gathering space for all ages.

Ok class, 15 more minutes until we 
head back. Time to wrap up your bird 
identification work sheets.

Already? 
This field 
trip flew by!

No pun 
intended, 
Carlos?

Plateau

{{Chuckle
Chuckle}}

Well, it Looks like you’ve 
identified all the birds 
on your sheet but one...?

Hey, We’re so close. 
Let’s search near the 
berry bushes. It says 
here they like those.

Ugh, I know Mr. H. 
I’ve seen...

...the Northern Flicker... ...A Steller’s Jay...
...And even a pair 
of House finches...

But no Cedar Waxwing!

{{g
iggle

giggle}}
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Abby, look!
In that tree...

I think I see the 
cedar waxwing!

Wow, its so!
Beautiful!

Habitat restoration with more native plants will 
encourage more wildlife to enter the park.

Alright everyone, 
It’s time to wrap 
up. Make sure your 
work sheets are 
complete.

let’s gather near 
the entrance and 
start walking back 
to Kent Meridian.

As Mia and Aisha continue their hike 
through the canyon, they come upon 
a couple having a conversation.



22 23City of Kent, WA   |   Kent Parks, Recreation & community servicesCanyon of connections

It’s hard to believe this 
Area used to be logged.

Mm-Hmm.

The trees 
certainly have 
grown back.

Well Sure, but it’s been over 100 years 
and these new trees still aren’t as big 
as they once were.

I mean, look at the 
size of this stump!

It even has the notches 
from when they cut it down.

Oh yeah, I 
learned 
about those 
on a guided 
hike with the 
Kent historic 
society.

In the 1800’s, loggers would cut 
notches into the tree above the 
base and then wedge in a wood plank, 
called a “springboard”, on which they 
stood to chop and saw the tree down.

Historic 
Remnants

It’s strange to picture such 
a big logging industry here 
in Mill Creek Canyon...

...But there are 
clues that let you 
know it was here.

As more settlers came to the 
area, more timber was needed for 
development. Mill Creek Canyon played 
a critical part in that development.

The old dam, now just moss-covered remnants, used 
to control the flow of Mill Creek to transport logs 
down to the sawmill at the end of the canyon.
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you know, in some 
ways, all those 
old trees are 
still around us...

...transformed 
into the historic 
buildings of Kent...

...Or at least that’s one 
way to think about it.

Oh, Henry, you’re such 
a hopeless romantic.

Did you hear what that 
couple said about all 
the logging?

Oh, yeah. I didn’t know any of 
that. but I’m really glad Kent 
preserved this area as a park.

Me too. I want 
these trees to 
live for another 
hundred years.

Woah Cool
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Hi Nancy, Max could 
smell Daisy from 
across the canyon!

{AWOO}
{AWOO}

{BARK}
{BARK}

Hi Filmon, It’s so 
good to see you!

And I know Daisy is happy 
to see her friend Max!

You know, we 
might never have 
met if it weren’t 
for this bridge...

...or should I 
say “our dogs 
would never 
have met?!”

Oh, I know. I’m so glad we don’t 
have to trek all the way around 
the canyon anymore. A few kids 
in my neighborhood now walk to 
school because of the bridge.

Oh how nice!

Yeah, this view 
up the canyon 
is really cool.

Pedestrian 
Bridge

The addition of a new pedestrian bridge would encourage people to walk to nearby 
retail and future development while allowing kids to walk to the elementary and 
high school, creating a much more pedestrian focused and accessible experience.

The installation of Trails 
and a planted buffer along 
the canyon rim would make 
the walk between trailheads 
safer and more enjoyable.

{Woof}
{Woof}

Alright, we should get 
going. We’re on our way 
to check out the pop-up 
at Forest Canopy.

Oh, that sounds fun! 
I hear they’re going 
to have food trucks.

Have a great time!

Thanks, Nancy.
Have a nice evening.

Bye, Daisy!
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Hi, everyone!

Welcome to Forest Canopy. We’ve got a ton 
of family-friendly pop-ups going on today...

As Filmon and Max 
enter the park, 
they are greeted 
by a Park steward.

Forest Canopy

We have food trucks...

...A Bike Course For Kids...

...and Art Installations...

...And play areas...

Everyone is welcome, so we 
hope you have a great time!

Transforming 100th PL. into a park space 
could become an amazing amenity, for 
the citizens of the City of Kent.
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Hey, Aisha! Hi, Mia! 
How’s it going? Oh hey, Filmon!

Sure!
We were hiking through 
the Canyon and heard 
there were food trucks 
at 100th so we came up 
to grab a snack.

This event is 
really cool!

Yeah, we’re actually just 
on our way to Upstream 
Park. Want to join us?

The trio (+1) head back down into Mill creek canyon. 
With the addition of a new trail to Upstream and 
a lower creek crossing, people would be able to 
connect between the parks more easily.
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Upstream Park

The new Upstream area will become an 
important neighborhood park and entry 
to the canyon trail system. With new 
parking, restrooms, and play facilities, 
people from all over Kent will enjoy 
this new gateway into the canyon.

Native Plant 
Landscape

Sensory 
Loop Path

Trailhead

Open Field

Parking

Play 
Area

nomnom
nomnom

nomnom

{{

{{
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Alright, it’s getting late. I 
should probably head home.

Yeah, me too. Thanks so much 
for doing that hike with me.

Are you kidding?! that was so much fun!

let me know whenever you 
want to hike the canyon again.

Ok, I will!

{HUGS}

Have a good 
night, Aisha!

You too, Mia!

With new park investments made in the coming 
years, the canyon will be used more than ever.

The range of experiences from the canyon 
rim, down to the creek immersed in the 
canyon, and over to Earthworks Park will 
have something for everyone.

It’s so special to envision such an important 
natural resource cherished by the whole community.  
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The built features and activation events you saw in the 
story are a reflection of feedback from the public 
during a community engagement process that took 
place between 2022 and 2023.

If you are excited about these proposed park-wide 
improvements we encourage you to learn more about 
this plan and share your support of this project.
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Creek
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throughout park

Improved signage 
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historic elements 
throughout park
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pedestrian bridge 
over mill creek 
canyon

Creation of 
Upstream Park at 
south end of Mill 
Creek Canyon
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100th Place SE
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outdoor learning
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Creating excitement and momentum by sharing the Mill Creek Canyon Earthworks 
Park Framework Plan and this graphic novel is an important early step in the long-
term reinvestment process.

If you would like to learn more about the project, please scan the QR code below.

First thanks go to the Kent Parks, Recreation & Community Services Department for 
their vision and collaboration on this project.

Special thanks to Mithun for believing in the power of this project and supporting its 
development.

To the residents of Kent, we hope you enjoyed reading this story as much as we 
enjoyed creating it. This project is by, for, and about you.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS FROM THE AUTHORS

MORE INFO




